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L AMENDMENTS TO THK CT.ATMS: 

Kindly amend claims 1-8, 11, 14, 15, 17-24, 27, 30, 31, 33, 38-43, 47, 51, 56-61, 64 and 
67-77 as follows. 

The present listing of claims replaces all prior listings, or versions, of claims in the above- 
captioned application. 
T Jsting of riaims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system for delivering streaming multi-media content over the 
Internet comprising: 

at least one client workstation, responsively interfaced to the Internet wherein link 
encoded web pages, or link encoded electronic mail messages, or link encoded web pages and link 
encoded electronic mail messages, are displayed and said at least one client workstation enabling 
a user to select a hyperlinkimk of the link encoded web pages, or link encoded electronic mail 
messages, or link encoded web pages and link encoded electronic mail messages, thereby 
resulting in lire transmission of a first request over the Intemet for receiving thc~multi-media 
content, said ihik speci r yiiig the iiiuki-media con te nt and favi iv^^i ;^ js ;st' u .-ij^ji-e;i i th ^ re^ w it ] i wherein e.p\ch 
link encoded web page includes one or more encoded hyperlinks comprising first reference 
information and each link encoded electronic mail message inclndes one or more encoded 
hyperlinks comprising first reference information, wherein first reference information coinprises 
infoiTnation specifying the multi-media content and format associ?^ted therewith ; 

at least one hnk processinglinking server interfaced to the Internet and hosting at least one 
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link conversion process, wherein the link prncesisi'ng lin ic in p server translates first reference 
i nfomiation from one or more of the encoder! hyperlinks to second reference information thnt 
enables one or morea plurahty-of^ formats to stream without having to deploy from a weh set-ver 
one or more reference files containing the second reference information^ wherein the second 
refer ence infmination comprises f irst reference information and a location where /^n ^i ddres.^ n > the 
multi-media content is stored, and the link processing s er ve r r eceives the first r equest for the 
multi-media content from said at least one client workstation, the first r equest comprising 
specification of the multi-media content in at least one of a banner ad, a pre-clip, a post-clip, and a 
web page embedding, and said at least one link processing Hnkfnp; server tr-ansmits second 
reference information to the ch'ent workstation^ thereby generating a second MHM i het request to 
stream the multi-media content to said at least one client workstation, wherein said second arrntlw 
request i5_automatically formatted or preformatted to be in conformity at least with the format of 
the multi-media content via said at least one link conversion process ^ and wherein said at least one 
link conversion process does not create any reference files for storage on a weh server ; and 

at least one streaming multi-media server interfaced to the Internet and storing the multi- 
media content, and responsive to said second the an o t h er request received from said at least one 
link processinghnkiii-g server so as to dehver d chve r in g the multi-media content over the Internet 
to said at least one client workstation. 

2. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim U wherein said hyperlink hnk specifying 
the multi-media content and the format associated therewith ftirther includes specification of said 
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at least one link processingliiiking server for pre-processing the request. 

3. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 1^ wherein said first r equest expressly 
specifies a communications port of said at least one link procesisiTig HiTkTnp; server. 

4. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 1^ wherein said first r equest does not 
expressly specify a communications port of said at least one link proressirig fTTrHw server. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 1^ wherein said at least one link 
prooessi n ghiiking server includes a database for recording eacli said first r eqnes t and s?^irl second 
request. 

6. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 1^ wherein the link processing fmkrn^ 
server processes said first request only if the requesting client pays for the requested multi-media 
content. 



7. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 1^ wherein the 
server processes said first request only if the requesting client is authorized to receive the 
requested multi-media content. 



8. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 1, wherein the 

(4) 



,1 inking 



Patent Application Serial No. 09/826,147 
Attorney Docket No. PLAYS0012 



server hosts said conversion processes for requests for multi-media content in a plurality of 
formats including formats selected from the group consisting of Windows MediaT^^ 
RealNetworksTM, QuickTimeT"^, MP3 and MPEG formats. 

9. (Original) The system as in Claim 1 wherein said web pages are hosted on a web 
server, wherein said web server only serves requests for content consisting of web pages. 

10. (Original) The system as in Claim 1 wherein the multi-media content is at least one 
of a RealNetworksTM, QuickTimeT^, Windows Media^M, MPEG and MPS multi-media clip. 



specifying the multi-media content and the format associated therewith specifies one of a plurality 
of different formats. 

12. (Original) The system as in Claim 1 wherein said link conversion process further 
comprises a standalone application specified in at least one of Visual Basic and Visual Basic 
Script under Microsoft ASP. 

13. (Original) The system as in Claim 1, wherein the at least one link conversion process 
is a plurality of link conversion processes. 



11. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 1, wherein 
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14. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 1, wherein the at least one link 
processingHnktrrg server is such that a single server hosts a plurality of said at least one link 
conversion processes and said single server processes requests for a plurality of media formats 
corresponding to each said link conversion process. 

15. (Currently Amended) A system for serving media content over the kitemet, 
comprising: 

at least one client workstation, responsively interfaced to the Internet wherein link 
encoded web pages, or link encoded electronic mail messages, or link encoded web pages and link 
encoded electronic mail messages, are displayed and said at least one client workstation 
enahlescnabtmg a user to select a hy pe rlinkKrifc of the link encoded web pages, or link encoded 
electronic mail messages, or link encoded web pages and link encoded electronic mail messages, 
thereby resulting in the transmission of a first request over the Internet for receiving the-media 
content, said linl^ specifyij ig the inedia conte nt and f m n vA t Ms soc iH teti I hetewh I t wherein each link 
en coded web page includes one or more encoded hyperlinks o.oinprising first reference 
information and each link encoded eleetrnnie mpi il message inrlndes one or more encoded 
hyperlinks comprising first reference information, wherein first reference inform?ition comprises 
information specifying the mulri-media content and format associated therewith ; 

at least one link processingtrnkixTg server interfaced to the Internet and h osting at least one 
link conversion process, wherein the link processingtrnkihrrg server translates first reference 
info rmation from one or more of the encoded hyperlinks to second reference information that 
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enables one or morea plurality of formats to stream without having to deploy from a weh server 
one or more reference files containing the second reference infnnn?^tion^ wherein the secnnH 
reference information c omp rises first reference infonnpition and a loention where^ Ht > % i h \it^-.^ I m the 
media content is stored, and the link processing s er ve r receives the firslurequest for the media 
content from said at least one client workstation, the first r equest comprising specification of the 
media content in at least one of a banner ad, a pre-clip, a post-clip, and a web page embedding, 
and said at least one link processingimfcrng server transmits second reference information to the 
client workstation, thereby generating a secondmiotfaei' request to serve the media content to said 
at least one client workstation, wherein said sec on danotlrer request iK_automatically formatted or 
Preformatted to be in conformity at least with the format of the media content via said at least one 
link conversion process, and wherein said at lepist on e link eortversion process does not erefite p^ny 
reference files for storag;e on a weh server ; and 

at least one media content server interfaced to the Interne t a nd storing the media content, 
and responsive to said second t lie anolhei request received from said at least one link 
processing linkuig server so as to dehverdehvering the media content over the Internet to said at 
least one client workstation. 

16. (Withdrawn) A system for serving non-media content designated in requests 
specified in web page components over the Internet comprising: 

at least one client workstation, responsively interfaced to the Intemet wherein link 
encoded web pages and/or electronic mail messages are displayed and said at least one client 
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workstation enabling a user to select a link resulting in the transmission of a request over the 
Litemet for receiving the non-media content, said link specifying the non-media content and the 
options for serving web page components associated therewith; 

at least one linking server hosting at least one link conversion process, and receiving the 
request for the non-media content from said at least one client workstation, the request optionally 
comprising specification of the non-media content in at least one of a banner ad, a pre-clip, a post- 
clip, and a web page embedding, said at least one linking server generating another request to 
serve the non-media content to said at least one client workstation, said another request 
automatically configured or preconfigured to be in conformity at least with the configuration of 
the non-media content via said at least one link conversion process; and 

at least one non-media content server hosting the non-media content, and responsive to the 
another request received from said at least one linking server delivering the non-media content 
over the Internet to said at least one client workstation. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method of processing requests for multi-media content by at 
least one client workstation over the Litemet comprising the steps of: 

uploading the multi-media content to at least one multi-media content server; 

generating at least one link encoded web page or link encoded electronic mail message, or 
at least one link encoded web page and link encoded electronic mail message, wherein the least 
one link encoded web page inchiHes one or more encoHeH b3/per1inks comprising first reference 
information and the at least one link encoded electronic mail message includes one or more 
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encoded hyperlinks comprising first reference information^ wherein first reference information 
comprises information specifying the mnlti-media content and format associated therewith^ and 
wherein each enn o ded hyperlink specifies t h e ?i t lea.^t one lin k e i u-nded vvt^^ iMg p . nr itnic e^ni^N'-iHt^d 

eiectrc7nTC mail""messagt%""or"thc""at--"te etectronic 

tuail niessagc, includes a r equest for the inul t i-inedia co iiteiiri i ickatTng-H l least imc link specilying 
at least one link proeessing Hnlrmyr server responsive to a user request, wherein the h^nk 
processinglinking server enables one or m ore a plura ht y of formats to stream without having to 
deploy from a web server one or more reference files containing second reference information^ 
wherein the second reference infoimation comprises first reference information and a location 
wherean address lo the multi-media content is stored; 

distributing said at least one link encoded web page or link encoded electronic mail 
message, or at least one link encoded web page and link encoded electronic mail message, to the 
at least one client workstation over the Internet; 

generating a first request for multi-media content by using at least one cHent workstation 

to select one or more of the encoded hyperiinks; 

receiving by the at least one link processing llakin g server via th e In tern et the fir st r equest 
jfrom the at least one client workstation for the multi-media content via tinrr- one or more of the 
encoded hyperlinksat least one link , said first request irom the at least one client workstation 
comprising specification of the multi-media content in at least one of a banner ad, a pre-clip, a 
post-clip, and a web page embedding; and 

generating a secondanother request whenby the at least one link processin g ] ink i i^ g server 
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transmits second reference information to the at least one client workstatioTi^ wherein trartsmission 
of the second reference infonnation to the at least one cHent workstation canses said at least one 
client workstation to generate the second request to stream the multi-media content to said at least 
one client workstation or other workstatio n from said at least one mnlti-media content server via 
the Tntemet, said secondtmotlier request automatically formatted or preformatted to be in 

conformity at least with the format of the multi-media conten t^ ;^nd wherein snid seeond request is 
generated using the second reference infonnation without generating any reference files for 
storage on weh server 

18. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 17, wherein ea ch e nc od ed h > pe rlink 
speci fi essBid "iink~"specifying the media content and the format associated therewith and_further 
includes specification of said at least one link processing l inking server for pre-processing the 
request. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 17, wherein said fir st request expressly 
specifies a communications port of said at least one link processing ! inki n g server. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 17, wherein said firsLrequest does not 
expressly specify a communications port of said at least one link processing HnHrrg server. 



21. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 17, wherein said at least one hnk 
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processingliiikirtg server includes a database for recording each said first r eques t f\nd said second 
request. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 17, wherein the link processing HnHrFg 
server processes said first request only if the requesting client pays for the requested media 
content. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 17, wherein the link processing fi n lciiu t 
server processes said first request only if the requesting client is authorized to receive the 
requested media content. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 17, wherein the link pmcessin g link -i np 
server hosts said conversion processes for requests for media content in a plurality of formats 
including formats selected firom the group consisting of Windows Media^M, RealNetworks^'^, 
QuickTimeTM, MP3 and MPEG formats. 

25. (Original) The system as in Claim 17 wherein said web pages are hosted on a web 
server, wherein said web server only serves requests for content consisting of web pages. 



26. (Original) The system as in Claim 17 wherein the media content is at least one of a 
RealNetworksTM, QuickTime^M, Windows MediaTw, MPEG and MP3 multi-media clip. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The system as in CAam 1 Re 'Anm f9v wherein each encoded 



:said link specifying thcrmedia content and the-format associated therewith specifies one 



of a plurality of different formats. 

28. (Original) The system as in Claim 17 wherein said link conversion process further 
comprises at least one of a standalone application specified in Visual Basic and Visual Basic 
Script under Microsoft ASP. 

29. (Original) The system as in Claim 17, wherein the at least one link conversion 
process is a plurality of link conversion processes. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 17, wherein the at least one link 
processinghnkircg server is such that a single server hosts a plurality of said at least one link 
conversion processes and said single server processes requests for a plurality of media formats 
corresponding to each said link conversion process. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of processing requests for media content by at least 
one client workstation over the bitemet comprising the steps of: 

uploading the-media content to at least one media content server; 

generating at least one link encoded web page or link encoded electronic mail message, or 
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at least one link encoded web page and link encoded electronic mail message, wherein the at least 
one link encoded weh page inclndesi one or more encorleH hyperlinks comprising first reference 
information and the at least one link encoHed electronic mail message inclndes one or more 
encoded hyperh'nks comprising first reference information, wherein first reference information 
comprises infoiTnation specifying the media content and form at associated therewith^ and wherein 
each encoded hyperlink specifiest{it:r-atiet^tn3rrerim 

rrtart--Trmssage, or the at least on e link: encoded web p age a i Kl l i nk encoded electroiji c ii' iail 
nTessagcr"incindx:;s~TrT-eqti:esr^"~th'e at least 

one link processingHntdng server responsive to a user request, wherein the link processing ! tnkttTg 
server enables one or morea pkuality of formats to stream nsing one or more encoded hyperlinks 
comprising first reference information without having to deploy from a weh server one or more 
reference files containing second reference information, wherein the second reference information 
comprises first reference infonnation and a location where r^T-y^dre^^-tn the media COntentJ^ 
Stored; 

distributing said at least one link encoded web page or at least one link encoded electronic 
mail message, or at least one link encoded web page and link encoded electronic mail message, to 
the at least one client workstation over the Internet; 

generating a first request for media content by using at least one client workstation to 

select one or more of the e ncoded hyperlinks; 

receiving by the at least one link processinglinking server via the Internet the firslj:-equest 
from the at least one client workstation for the media content via one or more of the eneoded 
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hyperlinksthe al least one link, said first request from the at le a st; one clieiit workstation 
comprising specification of the media content in at least one of a banner ad, a pre-clip, a post-clip, 
and a web page embedding; and 

generating a secondanother request whenfay the at least one link processing Hnk-iit^ server 
transmits second reference information to the at least one client workstntion. wherein trpin.smis5;inn 
of the second reference infonnation to the at lenst one client workstnti ort n?iiises siP^id f\i le^st one 
client workstation to generate the second re que st to stream the media content to said at least one 
client workstation or other workstatio n from said at lef^st one medi;i content server vipi the Tnteinet ^ 
said secondanother request automatically formatted or preformatted to be in conformity at least 
with the format of the media conten t^ and wherein said second request is; gener^^ted using the 
second reference infomnation without generating any reference files for storage on n weh server 

32. (Withdrawn) A method of processing requests for non-media data content by at least 
one client workstation over the hitemet comprising the steps of: 

uploading the non-media data content to at least one non-media data content server; 

generating at least one web page and/or electronic mail message, wherein the at least one 
web page and/or electronic mail message includes a request for the non-media data content 
including at least one link specifying at least one linking server responsive to a user request; 

distributing said at least one web page and/or at least one electronic mail message to the at 
least one client workstation over the hitemet; 

receiving by the at least one linking server the request firom the at least one client 
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workstation for the non-media data content via the at least one link, said request from the at least 
one client workstation optionally comprising specification of the non-media data content in at 
least one of a banner ad, a pre-clip, a post-clip, and a web page embedding; and 

generating another request by the at least one linking server to transmit the non-media data 
content to said at least one client workstation or other workstation, said another request 
automatically configured or preconfigured to be in conformity at least with the configuration 
requirements of the non-media data content. 

33. (Currently Amended) A system for distributing at least one of information and 
information services over a computer network, comprising: 

at least one client workstation responsively interfaced to the computer network wherein 
link encoded web pages or link encoded electronic mail messages, or link encoded web pages and 
link encoded electronic mail messages, are displayed and said at least one client workstation 
enabling the-selection of a h^qierlinkttnfc resulting in the-transmission of a firsLjrequest over said 
computer network for the at least one of information and information servioes ^ wherein each link 

encoded weh page inohiHes one or more eneodeH h3/perhnks comprising first reference 

information and each link encoded electronic m?ii1 mess?^ge includes one or more encoded 
hyperlinks comprising first reference infotmation^ wherein first reference information comprises 
information specifying the at least one of infoiTnation and information services and fonnf^t 
associated therewith ; 

at least one connection processor responsively interfaced to the computer network and 
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hosting at least one connection conversion process, said at least one connection processor 
receiving the first request from at least one client workstation for the at least one of information 
and information services and applying the at least one connection conversion process to generate 
at least one secondother request for the at least one of information and information services and 
transmit the at least one secondotfaer request over the computer network; 

at least one remote server responsively interfaced to the computer network and hosting the 
at least one of information and information services, said at least remote one server receiving the 
at least one other request to deliver at least one of information and information services over the 
computer network to said at least one requesting client workstation; and 

at least one link processingiiiikiiig server that is a single server hosting a plurality of said 
at least one link conversion processes and said single server processes requests for a plurality of 
media formats corresponding to each said link conversion process, wherein the link 
processi n ghnfcirtg server translates first reference information from o ne o r m ore of t he enc od ed 
hyperlinks to .'^econri refe rence information that enables one or more M phi i Ml i ty nf formats tO 
stream without having to deploy from a web server one or more reference files containing the 
second reference information, wherein the second reference infoimation comprises fi rst re ference 
information and a 1oc?^tinn whererm ;^ddres;s; fn media conten t is stored, and wherein each hnk 
conversion process does not create any reference files for storage on a web server . 

34. (Original) The system as in Claim 33 wherein the computer network is the Litemet. 
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35. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33 wherein the at least one of 
information and information services is streaming multi-media content. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33 wherein the at least one of 
information and information services is media content. 

37. (Withdrawn) The system as in Claim 33 wherein the at least one of information and 
information services is non-media content. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33, wherein said each enc od ed 
hyperlink specifiestrnk"SpecTf>ang"th-e at least one of information and information services and the 
format associated therewith and each hyperh'nk fiirther includes specification of said at least one 
connection processor for pre-processing the firstxequest. 

39. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33^ wherein said firslLTequest expressly 
specifies a communications port of said at least one connection processor. 

40. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33, wherein said fixsLrequest does not 
expressly specify a communications port of said at least one connection processor. 



41. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33, wherein said at least one 
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connection processor includes a database for recording each iiLsaid first r eques t nnH second 
request. 

42. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33^ wherein the at least one connection 
processor processes said first request only if the requesting client pays for the requested at least 
one of information and information services. 

43. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33^ wherein the connection processor 
processes said first request only if the requesting client is authorized to receive the requested at 
least one of information and information services. 

44. (Original) The system as in Claim 33 wherein the connection processor hosts said 
conversion processes for requests for at least one of information and information services in a 
plurality of formats including Windows Media^'^, RealNetworksT^, QuickTime"^"^, MP3 and 
MPEG formats. 

45. (Original) The system as in Claim 33 wherein said web pages are hosted on a web 
server, wherein said web server only serves requests for content consisting of web pages. 

46. (Original) The system as in Claim 33 wherein the at least one of information and 
information services is at least one of a RealNetworksT^^ QuickTimeT^, Windows MediaT^^ MPEG 
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and MPS multi-media clip. 

47. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33, wherein each encnderl hyperlink 
specifiessaid link specit^diig multi-media content and the format associated therewith and fiirther 
specifies one of a plurality of different formats. 

48. (Original) The system as in Claim 33 wherein said link conversion process further 
comprises at least one of a standalone application specified in Visual Basic and Visual Basic 
Script under Microsoft ASP. 

49. (Original) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the at least one link conversion 
process is a plurality of link conversion processes. 

50. (Canceled) 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for distributing at least one of information and 
information services over a computer network comprising the steps of: 

uploading at least one of information and information services to at least one firsLserver; 

generating at least one of a link encoded web page and a link encoded electronic mail 
message, wherein each one of the link encoded web page and the link encoded electronic mail 
message contains at least one hyperlinkitttk specifying a connection processo r, wherein the f^t leasit 
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one hyperlink also comprises first reference informat i on s pecifying media cnntent and fnrmRt 
associated tTierewith ; 

distributing the link encoded web page, or the link encoded electronic mail message, or the 
link encoded web page and the link encoded electronic mail message, to at least one client 
workstation over the computer network; 

receiving over the computer network from the client workstation a first request for at least 
one of information and information services, wherein the connection processor receives the first 
request for the at least one of information and information services, and wherein the connection 
processor is a link processing lrnking server that translates first reference infon-narinn from the at 
least one h yperlink to second re fere n c e information that enables one or more ^' ^npili lii io plun AU y 
of formats to stream without having to deploy from a web sei-ver one or more reference files 
containing the secon d reference information, wherein the second reference information comprises 
first reference information and a location wliere nn-^trkjn^y-tn media content, multi-media content 
or non-media conten t is stored ; 



identifying the at least one of information and information services requested; 

generating one or more secondother requests to satisfy the first request for at least one of 
information and information services when the conneetion processor ti-ansmits second reference 
information to the at least one client workstation^ wherein transmission of the second reference 
info rmation to the at least one client workstation causes the at least one client workstation to 
generate one or more second requests to st r eam t h e a t l e ast one of information and infoirnation 
services to the at least one client workstation or other w orkstation from said at least one first 
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server via the computer tietworV ; and 

transmitting said generated one or more secondother requests over the computer network 
for at least one of information and information services. 

52. (Original) The method as in Claim 51 w^herein the computer netv^ork is the Intemet. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 51 v^herein the at least one of 
information and information services is streaming multi-media content. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 51 wherein the at least one of 
information and information services is media content. 

55. (Withdrawn) The method as in Claim 51 wherein the at least one of information and 
information services is non-media content. 

56. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 51, wherein said fksljrequest for at 
least one of information and information services expressly specifies a communications port of 
said connection processor. 



57. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 51, wherein said first r equest for at 
least one of information and information services does not expressly specify a communications 
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port of said connection processor. 

58. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 51^ wherein said connection processor 
includes a database for recording each said first reques t and sj^irl one or inore .^eoond req ne<^tsi. 

59. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 5 1, wherein said connection processor 
processes said first request for at least one of information and information services only if the 
requesting client pays for the requested at least one of information and information services. 

60. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 5U wherein the connection processor 
processes said first request for at least one of information and information services onJy if the 
requesting client is authorized to receive the requested at least one of information and information 
services. 

61. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 51, wherein the connection processor 
generates said one or more seoondother requests for at least one of information and information 
services in a plurality of formats including Windows Media^M, RealNetworksTw, QuickTimeT", 
MP3 and MPEG formats. 

62. (Original) The method as in Claim 51 wherein said web pages are hosted on a web 
server which only processes requests for web pages. 
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63. (Original) The method as in Claim 51 wherein the at least one of information and 
information services is at least one of a RealNetworksf^"^, QuickTimeT^^ Windows Modia™, MPEG 
and MPS media clip. 

64. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 51^ wherein the connection processor 
generates one or more secondc-itfaer requests for at least one of information and information 
services in a plurality of distinct formats. 

65. (Original) The method as in Claim 51 wherein said link conversion process further 
comprises at least one of a standalone application specified in Visual Basic and Visual Basic 
Script under Microsoft ASP. 

66. (Original) The method as in Claim 51, wherein the connection processor hosts a 
plurality of processes for generating other requests in a plurality of distinct formats. 

67. (Currently Amended) A system for distributing a website specification including at 
least one link encoded web page providing at least one of information and information services 
over a computer network, the system comprising: 

a web server responsively connected to the computer network, said web server for hosting 
the website; 
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a web development workstation for specifying the at least one web page of the website, 
said web development workstation responsively connected to the computer network; 

a computer process hosted on the web development workstation for constructing at least 
one hyperlinklink specifying a connection processor; 

another computer process hosted on the web development workstation for embedding the 
at least one hyperlinktfaik into the at least one web page so that the at least one web page is a link 
encoded web page , wherein the embedderl hyperh'nk comprises first reference information th^^t 
comprises information specifying at least one of information and inform?^tion services ^nH format 
associated therewith ; 

a network interface for sending the at least one link encoded web page from the web 
development workstation to the web server; 

a client workstation responsively connected to the computer network wherein the client 
workstation originates at least one first request for the at least one link encoded web page and at 
least one second request for at least one of information and information services by specifying a 
selection, said selection resulting in the transmission of the first information of the at least one 
hyperlinktirtifc over the computer network; 

another computer process hosted on the connection processor, receiving the first 
information of the at least one hyperlinktirrk and converting said first information of the at least 
one hyperhnktxnk to an other at least one of information and information services third r equest^ 
wherein the connection processor is a link p r oc essinghnking server that translates first reference 
information from the at least one hyperlink to second reference information that enables one, or 
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moreetr abling a pl uralit}^ of formats to stream without having to deploy from Rr>y weh ^^erver one 
or more reference files containing the second reference information^ wherein the, sennnH reference 
in f o r mati on comprises first reference informatinn nnH a location where M ii ?^f jHm. ' s< < tn-tht- media 
content is stored, and said third request specifies at least one media server; and 

a network interface for transmitting the other at least one of information and information 
services third request to the media serve r^ wherein said third request is generated nsiing fhe sennnH 
reference information without generating any reference files for storage on a weh server . 

68. (Currently Amended) A method for distributing a website specification or an 
electronic mail message specification for processing a first request for at least one of information 
and information services over a computer network to a connection processor, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

applying a computer process to a specification of display options for at least one of 
information and information services resulting in the generation of a h^fpedinkhrtk comprising the 
specification of the display options and a reference to the connection processor; 

embedding said hyperlirikfark into at least one of a website and an electronic mail message 
so that the website is a link encoded website and the electronic mail message is a link encoded 
electronic mail message , wherein the embedded hyperhnk eomprises first reference information 
comprising information specifying the at least one of information and infonnation services and 
format associated therewith ; 

distributing the hyperlinklink embedded in the at least one of the link encoded website and 
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the link encoded electronic mail message to at least one client workstation; 

receiving the hyperlinkiiiik by the connection processor resulting from the firsLrequest for 
at least one of information and information services generated by the at least one client 
workstation, wherein the connection processor is a link prnneg^^ing HnHrrg server that tr^inslates 

first reference information from the at least one hypf^rlink to second referenr.p informpition that 
enables one or more enafaKTi-g-B-pfctratityTyfTormats to stream without having to deploy from ^ weh 
server one or more reference files containing the sennnd reference infmTnntion^ wherein the 
second reference information comprises first reference inf o rmation ^nd n 1ne;ition where nrr 
acklress-to media conten t is stored ; and 

applying a computer process hosted on the connection processor to convert the 
specification of display options for the connection processor into a^^aecondan-other request for at 
least one media server to satisfy the first request for at least one of information and information 
services, wherein said c omputer process does n ot c reate any reference files for storage on a web 
server. 

69. (Currently Amended) A system for optimizing the distribution of at least one of 
information and information services over a computer network, the system comprising: 

at least one client workstation, responsively interfaced to the computer network wherein at 
least one of a link encoded web page and a link encoded electronic mail message are displayed 
and said at least one client workstation enabling a user to select a hyperlinkKrrk resulting in the 
transmission of a first r equest over the computer network for receiving the at least one of 
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information and information services^ wherein tbe lirtV e ncoHerl weh p?^ge inclndes one or more 
encoded hyperlinks comprising first reference information and the link encoder! eleetronie mail 
messag e inclljdes one or more encoded hyperlinks comprising first reference infoTTnation^ wherein 
first referenc e information compr i s e s in f o r mat ion specifying the pit 1e?^st one of infonTiation and 
information services and format p^s^ ^oeipited therewith ; 

at least one connection processor responsively interfaced to the computer network and 
hosting at least one connection conversion process, wherein the connection processor is a link 
processingHnking server that translates first reference information from one or more of the 
encoded hyp erlinks to second reference information that enahles one or more g^nHhimg-T:i-phTnd4iy' 
of formats to stream without having to deploy from a weh server one or more reference files 
containing the second reference infoiination^ wherein the second reference information comprises 
first reference information and a . location wherean address to the media content is stored ^ and the 
at least one connection processor receives the first request from at least one client workstation for 
the at least one of information and information services and applies the at least one connection 
conversion process to generate at least one secondofer request for the at least one of information 
and information services and transmits the at least one secondotber request over the computer 
network, said at least one secondothcr request is_jresponsive to the requirements of a dynamic 
resource distribution optimization program responsive to changes in network demand for the at 
least one of information and information services ^ wherein said at least one connection conversion 
process does not create any reference files For storage on a weh server when generating said at 
least one second request; and 
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at least one media server responsively interfaced to the computer network and hosting the 
at least one of information and information services, said at least one media server receiving the at 
least one secondo ther request to deliver at least one of information and information services over 
the computer network to said at least one requesting client workstation. 

70. (Currently Amended) A method for optimizing the distribution of at least one of 
information and information services over a computer network, the method comprising the steps 
of 

uploading at least one of information and information services to at least one media server; 

generating at least one of a link encoded web page and a link encoded electronic mail 
message, wherein each one of the link encoded web page and the link encoded electronic mail 
message contains at least one hyperlink comprising first reference informafmnH n^ referencing a 
connection processor and encoding at least one of information and information services display; 

distributing the link encoded web page, or the link encoded electronic mail message, or the 
link encoded web page and the link encoded electronic mail message over the computer network; 

receiving, over the computer network, a first request from at least one r.lient wnrWation 
for at least one of information and information services, wherein said receiving of the first-request 
for the at least one of information and information services is performed by the connection 
processor, wherein the connection processor is a link prooessingl inkin g server that translates first 
reference infoi mation from the hyperiink to second reference information that enables one or 
more cnabling a plurality of formats to stream without having to deploy from a web server one or 
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more reference files containing the second reference infoiTnation. wherein the sennnH reference 
infoiTnation comprises first reference infom nfltion and a location where y^rr"?ifidif4rf^,sr^-tn the media 
content i s s t or ed; 

generating at least one sec on dother request for the at least one of information and 
information services responsive to the requirements of a dynamic resource distribution 
optimization program responsive to changes in network demand for the at least one of information 
and information services, wherein the at least one second request is generrited by the at least one 
client workstation when the connection processor transmits second reference information to the at 
least one client workstation, and wherein generation of the second request does not create any 
reference files for storage on a web sei-ver; and 

transmitting said generated at least one second requestr egrrests over the computer network 
to the at least one media server. 

7 1 . (Currently Amended) In a system for distributing at least one of information and 
information services over a computer network wherein multi-media content is uploaded to at least 
one multi-media content server, a method comprising the steps of: 

generating a firsLjrequest for rtxe-multi-media content including selecting at least one 
hyperlinktirrk specifying at least one hnk processing li n ki n g server inserted in at least one web 
page or electronic mail message, or at least one web page and electronic mail message^ so that the 
web page is a link encoded web page and the electronic mail message is a link encoded electronic 
mail message, responsive to a user request, wherein said at least one link encoded web page or at 
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least one link encoded electronic mail message, or at least one link encoded web page and link 
encoded electronic mail message, isto- be distributed to at least one client workstation over the 
Intemet, wherein the at least one hyperlink comprises fir5;t reference infonnp^finn th?it o.omprises 
information sp ecifying the multi - m e d i a con tent a nd format associ?^ted therewith^ wherein the link 
processingliiikiug server translates first reference information from the at 1e?ist one h3/perh'nk to 
second reference infonnation that enables on e or mor ea-pirnrahtx^-of formats to stream without 
having to deploy from a web server one or more reference files containing the second reference 
infonnation . wherein the second reference i n fon n ati on co mprises first reference infon-nation and a 
location wherean-adtiress-ta the multi-media content is stored ; 

receiving by the at least one link processingliukiug server the fir st r equest from the at least 
one client workstation for the multi-media content via the at least one hyperhnk ^in-k- said first 
request fi-om the at least one client workstation comprising specification of the multi-media 
content in at least one of a banner ad, a pre-clip, a post-clip, and a web page embedding; and 

generating a secondanother request whenfay the at least one link processing i i nking server 
transmits second refere nce infonnation to the at le ast o n e c lient workstation^ wherein transmission 
of the second r eference information to the at least one client workstation causes said at least one 
client workstation to generate the second request to stream the multi-media content to said at least 
one client workstation or other workstatio n from the at least one multi-media content server via 
the computer network, said secondanother request automatically formatted or preformatted to be 
in conformity at least with the format of the multi-media conten t^ and wherein said second regnest 
is generated usin g the second refe r ence i n f o i mat i o n without generating any reference files for 
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storage on a weh set-ver 

72. (Currently Amended) In a system for distributing at least one of information and 
information services over a computer network wherein multi-media content is uploaded to at least 
one multi-media content server, computer program code stored on m-e inoxy o Fa computer is 
transmitted as a computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave in the system wherein the 
computer program code comprises: 

a first program code for generating a first request for the multi-media content including at 
least one hyperlmktrnk specifying at least one link pr oc essinglrnking server inserted in at least one 
web page or electronic mail message, or at least one web page and electronic mail message, so 
that the web page is a link encoded web page and the electronic mail message is a link encoded 
electronic mail message, that is responsive to a user request, said at least one link encoded web 
page or at least one link encoded electronic mail message, or at least one link encoded web page 
and link encoded electronic mail message, to be distributed to at least one client workstation over 
the Internet, wherein the at least one hyperhnk comprises first reference information that 
comprises infoTTnntion specifying the mnlti-media con t ent and format associated therewith 
wherein the hnk processingtinktng server translates first reference information from the at least 
o n e hyperhnk to second reference information that enables one or more a phuv^lity of formats to 
Stream without having to deploy from a web server one or more reference files containing second 
reference information , wherein the se c ond refe rence information comprises first reference 
information and a location whereau addn j ss iu the multi-media conten t is stored ; 
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a second program code for directing receipt by the at least one link prncessingH rtlrmg 
server the first request from the at least one client workstation for the multi-media content via the 
at least one hyperliuktirtk, said first request from the at least one client workstation comprising 
specification of the multi-media content in at least one of a banner ad, a pre-clip, a post-clip, and a 
web page embedding; and 

a third program code for generating a s ec on dHnt)theT request whenhy the at least one link 
processing farkmg server tra nsmits second reference infonnation tn the at least one client 
workstation , wherein transmission of the second reference infonriRtion to the. M least one client 
workstation canse s said at least on e cl i ent workstation to generate the second request to stream the 
multi-media content to said at least one client workstation or other workstatio n from said nt least 

one — multi-media — content server ida the computer network said secondanxTther request 

automatically formatted or preformatted to be in conformity at least with the format of the multi- 
media content, and wherein said second request is generated using the second reference 
infor mation without generating any reference files for storage on a web server 

73. (Currently Amended) hi a system for distributing at least one of information and 
information services over a computer network wherein at least one of information and information 
services is uploaded to at least one media server, a method comprising the steps of: 

generating at least one of a link encoded web page and a link encoded electronic mail 
message, wherein the at least one link encoded web page or link encoded electronic mail message, 
or link encoded web page and link encoded electronic mail message, are responsive to a user 
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request, and contains at least one hyperlinkfink specifying a connection processor, wherein tVie at 
least one hyperlink comprises first reference infomij^ition thf\t r.oinprises information speHfying 
the mnlti-media content and format associated therewith, said at least one link encoded web page 
or at least one link encoded electronic mail message, or at least one link encoded web page and 
link encoded electronic mail message, are to be distributed to at least one client workstation over 
the computer network; 

receiving by the connection processor over the computer network a first request for at least 
one of information and information services, wherein the connection processor receives the first 
request for the at least one of information and information services and the connection processor 
is a link processinglinking server translntes first reference informpition from the f]t least one 
hyperlink to second reference information that enables one or more nn^Hrrg^Tr-plTTmlTty-Tirf formats 
to stream without having to deploy fr om a w eb serve r one or more reference files containing 
second reference information^ wherein the sec ond reference information eomprises first reference 
information and a location whereaa address t o the media conten t is stored ; 

identifying by the connection processor the at least one of information and information 
services requested and generating one or more secondn thrn- requests to satisfy the first request for 
the at least one of information and information services when the connection processor transmits 
second refere nce information to the at least one client workstation^ wherein transmission of the 
second reference information to the at least one ch'ent workstation canses the at least one chent 
workstation to generate one or more second r egn ests to stream the at least one of information and 
information services to the at least one chent workstation or other workstation from said at least 
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one media server via the computer network, wherein .said one or more secnnd requests are 
generated using the second reference information withont generating any reference files for 
Storage on a w eb s er ve r; and 

transmitting said generated one or more second other requests over the computer network 
for at least one of information and information services. 

74. (Currently Amended) In a system for distributing at least one of information and 
information services over a computer network wherein at least one of information and information 
services is uploaded to at least one media server, computer program code stored on memoiy-xif-a 
computer is transmitted as a computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave in the system ^ 
wherein the computer program code comprises: 

a first program code for generating at least one of a web page and an electronic mail 
message, wherein the at least one web page or electronic mail message, or one web page and 
electronic mail message, are responsive to a user request, and contains at least one hyperlink tirric 
specifying a connection processor so that the web page is a link encoded web page and the 
electronic mail message is a link encoded electronic mail message, wherein the at least one 
hyperlink comprises first reference information that comprises information specifying the media 
content and format associated therewith, said at least one link encoded web page or at least one 
link encoded electronic mail message, or at least one link encoded web page and link encoded 
electronic mail message, are to be distributed to at least one client workstation over the computer 
network, wherein the connection processor is a link proeessin g l i cik inv^ server that translates firsit 
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reference information fi'om the at least one hyperlink to second reference information that enables 
one or moreennbling--£r-plnntl-rt3^-trf formats to stream without having to deploy from a weh sei-ver 
one or more reference files containing second reference informpition^ wherein the second reference 
information comprises first reference information nnd a loc^ition where rm address to media 
conten t is stored ; 

a second program code for directing receipt by the connection processor over the computer 
network a first request for at least one of information and information services, wherein the 
connection processor receives the first request for the at least one of information and information 
services; 

a third program code for identifying, by the connection processor, the at least one of 
information and information services requested and generating one or more second nthr-r requests 
to satisfy the first request for at least one of information and information services ^ wherein said 




second request is generated using the second reference information without generating any 
reference files for storage on a web server ; and 

a fourth program code for directing transmission of said generated one or more 
secondotfaer requests over the computer network for the at least one of information and 
information services. 

75. (Currently Amended) A method for distributing a website specification or an 
electronic mail message specification, or a website specification and an electronic mail message 
specification, for processing a first request for at least one of information and information services 
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over a computer network to a connection processor, the method comprising the steps of: 

generating a hyperlinklmk representing a user's specification of display options for at least 
one of information and information services, wherein the hyperlinkl mk points to the connection 
processor, wherein said hyperlinklink is embedded by the user into at least one of the website or 
electronic mail message, or the website and the electronic mail message, so that the web page is a 
link encoded web page and the electronic mail message is a link encoded electronic mail message, 
and the link is distributed to at least one client workstatio n^ wherein the h3/peHink: comprises first 
reference infonnation that comprises information specifying the media content anH formpit 
associated t here w ith; 

receiving the hyperli'nktirrk by the connection processor resulting from the fi rs t r equest for 
at least one of information and information services generated by the at least one client 
workstation, wherein the connection processor is a link processingliiikiag server that tr^^nslnteq 
first reference infonnation from the hyperlink to second reference infmmation that enf^hles one or 
moreenabUng a plurality of formats to stream without having to deploy from a web sei-ver one or 
more reference files containing second reference infonnation^ wherein the second reference 
informa t io n comp ri ses fir s t re f e r e n ce information and a loeation where y m nddrt^js'^ in the multi- 
media content is s tored; and 

generating by the connecti oj -L processor a second another request for at least one media 
server to satisfy the firsLrequest for at least one of information and information services when the 
connection processor transmits second reference information to the at least one client wo rkstation^ 
wherein transmission of the second reference information to the at least one client workstation 
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causes the at least one client workstation to generate the second request to stream tVie at least one 
of infonnation and infonnation services to the at least one c lient workstation or other workstation 
from said at least one media server via the compnter network^ and said second request is generated 
using the s econd reference information withont generating any reference files for storage on a weh 
server . 

76. (Currently Amended) In a system for distributing a website specification or an 
electronic mail message specification, or a website specification and an electronic mail message, 
for processing a first request for at least one of information and information services over a 
computer network to a connection processor, computer program code stored on meinory of a 
computer is transmitted as a computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave in the system 
wherein the computer program code comprises: 

a first program code for generating a hyperlinkiirric representing a user's specification of 
display options for at least one of information and information services, wherein the hyperlinkhrtk 
points to the connection processor, wherein the hyperliokhnk is embedded by the user into at least 
one of the website or the electronic mail message, or the website and the electronic mail message, 
so that the web page is a link encoded web page and the electronic mail message is a link encoded 
electronic mail message, and the hyperlinkitnk is distributed to at least one client workstation^ 
wherein t he hyperlink includ e s first refe r ence inf o rm at i o n t hat eomprises information speeifying 
the media content and format associated therewith ; 

a second program code for directing receipt of the hypedinkhnfc by the connection 
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processor resulting from the first request for at least one of information and information services 
generated by the at least one client workstation; and 

a third program code for generating a s ec on db y the co nnectioji p ro cessor another request 
for at least one media server to satisfy the fi rst r equest for at least one of information and 
information services, wherein the connection processor is a link processing linkinp server tbat 
tr anslates first reference infonnation from the hyjierhnk to second reference informp^tinn th?^t 
enables one or moree nabling a p l u r a l ity of formats to stream without having to deploy fhim_a 
web server one or more reference files containing second r eference information^ wberein the 
second reference information comprises first reference infonnafion nnH a location wbere ^m 
addiess to media content is stored^ wberein when the connect ion processor transmits second 
reference information to the at least one client workstation transmission of the second reference 
information to the at least one client workstation causes the at least one client workstation to 
generate the second request to stream the at least one of information and infoiTnation services to 
the at least one client workstation or other workstation from said at least one media server via 
the computer network, and said second request is generated nsing the second reference 
information without generating any reference files f or storage on a web server 

77. (Currently Amended) A system for delivering streaming multi-media content 
over the Intemet comprising: 

at least one client workstation, responsively interfaced to the Intemet wherein a link 
encoded web page, or link encoded electronic mail message, or link encoded web page and link 
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encoded electronic mail message, are displayed and said at least one client workstation enables a 
user to select a hyperlinkHiTk of the link encoded web page, or the link encoded electronic mail 
message, or the link encoded web page and the link encoded electronic mail message, thereby 
resulting in the transmission of a first request over the Internet for receiving the multi-media 

content, wherein said hyperlink comprises first referenne information thfif 5;penifies iT T^k j^ppci fyl r rg 
the multi-media content and foimat associated therewith; 

at least one hnk processinglinking server hosting at least one link conversion process, 
wherein the hnk processingiinkilTg server translates first reference information from the hyperlink 
to second reference information that enables one or morPcr ptm'atity^ of formats to stream using one 
or more enc oded hyperlinks co m p ri s i n g reference information without having to deploy from a 
web sei-ver one or more reference files containing second reference inform;^tion. wherein the 
second reference in formation compris e s f i rst reference information and a location where ^ 
addrCSS-tO the multi-media content is stored, and the at least one link processing sei-ver r eceives 
the first r equest for the multi-media content from said at least one client workstation, the first 
request comprising specification of the multi-media content in at least one of a banner ad, a pre- 
clip, a post-clip, and a web page embedding, said at least one link processing ! inL inu server 
transmits second reference information to t h e at l east o n e c li e nt workstation^ wherein transmission 
of the second reference information to the at least one clien t workstation canses said at least one 
client workstation to generate the second-generatTng-anotfaer request to stream the multi-media 
content to said at least one client workstatio n via the Internet ^ wherein said secondanothcT request 
is_automatically formatted or preformatted to be in conformity at least with the format of the 
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multi-media content via said at least one link conversion process^ RnH wherein the sennnH request 
is generated using the second reference information without generating any reference files; for 
storage on a weh server ' and 

at least one streaming multi-media server storing the multi-media content, and 
responsive to the second another request received from said at least one ehent workstation so rs 
to de1iveii Tnktng-serx^er-dgrl:m:Tiii;g the multi-media content over the Internet to said at least one 
client workstation. 
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